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Die Goldgewichte von Asante (Westafrika). Eine ethnologische 

Studie. Von Rudolf Zeller. 77 pp. Ills. Beitrage zur Volkerkunde 

(Baessler-Inst.), Beiheft III. B. G. Teubner, Leipzig, 1912. Mk. 12. 

13%xl0. 

The theme is specific, minute. The author has subjected to close study all 

the accessible material, every specimen in museum possession of the weights 

which the Ashantee use in weighing gold. He has followed a spelling worth 

note: Ashantee, Asante, As j ante, stand at three apices of a triangle of 

sound within which lies the true pronunciation of the name. The gold 

weights are but the theme, the story is really a brilliant account of West 

African culture. It is still more, the volume with its modest title is a great 

contribution to the history of design. We note here a distinct locus of the 

swastika, 1 both dextral and sinistral ; every such discovery tends to make it 

more and more clear that this ornament, sometimes, though not always, caught 

up within a tangle of religion as magic, must have its origin in some primitive 

need of early man and that the involved explanations over which students of 

design have had wordy controversy do not really explain. These African 

artisans have reached considerable skill in modeling, as is shown by their 

figurines from life filled with vivacity of treatment. 

William Churchill. 

Mission Hydrographique Congo-Oubangui-Sanga, 1910-1911. 

Bapport d 'ensemble de M. H. Roussilhe. Vol. 1: 464 pp. Vol. 2: 319 

pp. Maps, ills. E. Larose, Paris, 1913. 11 x 7i£. 
In 1910 the Governor General of French Equatorial Africa appointed a 
commission to study the course of the Congo and its affluents in French terri- 
tory, to the end that this great natural highway, in the heart of the continent, 
should be regulated so as to yield the best possible service. The specifie aim 
of the commission was to study the situation at Brazzaville, Bangui and 
Ouesso especially, and to investigate the river conditions from the standpoint 
of use between these points, including portions of the Congo, Sanga and 
Ubangi Rivers. The establishment of a port at Brazzaville, at the beginning 
of the final plunge of the Congo from the central plain to the sea, was the more 
important function of the commission. Brazzaville is on Stanley Pool, which 
is the converging point of all lines of the basin, and at this port also trans- 
shipment from boat to rail en route for the Atlantic seaboard will magnify its 
importance and justify the best-known devices to facilitate traffic. Nearly 
250 pages of the report cover this project, and as no detailed study had been 
made of the region previously, the commission was under the necessity of 
providing for every phase of the work. This portion of the report is exten- 
sively illustrated with photographs, and especially with maps and plans. As 
pioneer work it is remarkably complete and for the stretch of river near 
Brazzaville and Stanley Pool the commission has placed on record profiles, 
cross-sections, discharge measurements, and current velocities of the river which, 
while of fundamental value to the projectors of navigation companies to-day, 
will be of invaluable aid as time passes in determining the changes in the 
regimen of the river. In addition, the commission has determined the best 
site for docks and presents plans and outlines for dockage facilities. 

The amelioration of the streams above mentioned, the second important 
assignment, necessitated a detailed journey over the course with full equipment. 
The history of this work, designated as the campaign of 1910-11, is reported 
in the form of notes from the journal of the travelers. These notes are some- 
what amplified by numbers of joint observations concerning the regions visited 
and by personal notes. As a whole, this part is only valuable to students who 
are seeking detailed information concerning these reaches. The information is 
so scattered and diverse as to be confusing unless diligently studied. The 
ground covered includes a reconnaissance from Brazzaville to Betu on the 
Ubangi, triangulation and survey of the portion of the Ubangi between Betu 
and the Zinga shoals, a reconnaissance from Mossaka to Ouesso on the Sanga 
and a study of the N'goko tributary of the Sanga to N'goko. The principal 
and difficult points in these stretches have been known to navigators for some 

1 A symbol, originating in Asia, denoting well-being. 



